
The development of a pilot patient-safety learning scenario for undergraduate nursing students 

 

Aim 

To develop a pilot scenario in an academic advanced simulation centre to improve undergraduate 

nursing students’ learning experience on patient safety. 

 

Methods 

Under the framework of the EU project ‘Sharing Learning from Practice to improve Patient Safety’ 

(SLIPPS), between January and March 2018 a pilot scenario was developed in an academic 

simulation centre. The scenario script was based on the results of thematic analysis of data collected 

through the ‘SLIPPs Learning Event Recording Tool’ (SLERT). This tool was specifically 

developed to enable undergraduate nursing students to record and reflect upon important 

learning events related to patient safety they encountered during their clinical placements. The 

scenario actors were two undergraduate nursing students, one undergraduate midwifery 

student, and two doctoral nursing students. The scenario was based on the  

Nursing Education Simulation Framework (NESF) developed by Jeffries in 2005. 

 

 

Results 

The thematic analysis of the data collected through the LERTs produced the following themes: drug 

administration errors, communication skills, teamwork, and near misses.  

The setting is a medical ward of an acute care hospital. The scenario takes place at the beginning of 

the morning shift, during the drug administration round. 

The level of experience required is related to drug administration activities, so the undergraduate 

nursing students had to be in their third year. 

The simulated event was about a 30-year old woman admitted to a medical ward for hyperthyroidism. 

She is awake in her bed and waiting for her morning medications. However, she is affected by other 

chronic diseases and has multiple therapy charts.     

The roles played by the scenario actors were: one registered nurse (RN), who enters the inpatient’s 

room with the therapy cart; one nursing student, who is training to administer therapy supervised by 

the RN; one Physician, who interrupts the drug administration to modify the dosage; one support 

worker, who enters the inpatient room with the breakfast trolley for the patients. 

No specific equipment is required, except for the therapy cart (with all the devices required for drug 

administration and with therapy charts for the patient) and the breakfast trolley. 

The learning objectives of the scenario were: a) knowledge about safe drug administration, how to 

effectively communicate with patients, how to interact effectively with the supervisor, and teamwork; 

b) correct use of devices for drug administration, correctly use checklists; c) Learner satisfaction; d) 

critical thinking about patient assessment and prescriptions, patient education and information. 

 

 

Conclusions 

Patient safety is a significant challenge across the world. According to the WHO (2014) there are 

approximately 43 million patient safety events globally every year across the world, but the majority 

of adverse care episodes and near misses are preventable. Academic advanced simulation centres in 

the field of healthcare can play an important role in preparing future professionals who are better 

equipped to ensure higher levels of patient safety. In fact, simulated scenarios are an effective 

example of how this could be done. An advantage of the scenarios described is that while their 

development involves clinical and academic expertise, unlike many other scenarios these are based 

upon real recent student experience, and thus have resonance and face validity for students. 
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